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«| HOW A POOR BOY FOUND AN ENCHANTED DRUM: A FAIRY TALE. po

While He Rested In a King's Rub-
bléh'Loft, a Leopard Entered,
‘Bearing the Magical Toy.

WERITTEN FOR THE SUNDAT PCPUBLIO

Once upon & time thers was a little
boy whaose fathes, being & roldler, waa
gway in a foreign-country fighting for
his Klng. The only person left o care
for the lzd was his motber, and she
dled, leaving the boy friendless snd
horoelens

She bad told Lim just before her
death that his father would soon:re-
turn and be was ever watching for
him.

One day boe stood at the door of the
EKing’s Palace watching the knights
and soldiers passing In, Tt Yooked so
warm and Inviting that he stole inside
intending to remaln just long enough
to warm himself up a Httle, for It
38 winter and very cold.

Once iosids be became frightened st
the grandedr snd would have run out
but the doors were ciosed and guarded
by soldlers In armor.

When be found himself cut off from
the outside world, he became even
more frightensd nnd ran up-s narrow
stairwey close by, which led to a tall
tower. )

He went on and on and was sooa
groping his way in darkness. The
place was louely and Gresry and be
knew -by the bats snd owls fiying
shout'that no one ever came there,

The exertion of climbing the stairs
bad made him very tired and he gag
down in & cormer to rest!and feil
sound asleep.

Afigr lying there for-some time he
wias awikened by the ‘sound of &
drum. He peered into the darkpess,
but could see nothing, and, thinking it
was the ghost of some dead drummer
boy, be called out for belp, but no re-
ply came, save the sound of the drum,
which kept geiting nearer,

Then there came a weird light etr-
cling about the room and forming it~
welf ioto & square, it dropped through
the figor, leaving a large opening.

Out of this opening came another
strange light, snd, with It, appeared
the figure of a hunchback dwarf, who,
papsing at the edge of the opening,
drew forth a small whistie, which be
blew softly.

Thepn thers ascended- through the
epenlng a beautiful spoited leopard
and suspended from ita peck was a
carjous-looking drum.

Taking a position opposite the
dwarf, he handed him a pair of
golden drom asticks and bade bim
viay. Bach time the dwarf siruck the

i
FIND THE KING, m# SORCERER, THE BOY'S FATHER, MOTHER AND THE PRISON KEEPER.
]

4

e o T oA

.

-

To the Lad's Borprise the Drum
Gave Forth Great Quantities
of Gold and Preclous
Jewels,

drum with the golden sticks a showes

of gold and precious stones feil on the
flcor snd the jiogle of the gold and:
jewels striking the floor was the only’

sound bheard, for the drum Itself was
gow sileat.

Then the boy belng sble to restrain,

hims=if no longer reached out for some
of the gold, and as be did so his hand
touched the leopard and In an Instant
the animal seized the golden drum
sticks apd beat the drum, when all the
gold and precious stones which had
fallen to the floor rollad Into a beap.
Out came a great splder, wove 4 web
over it and in a little while it counid

not be distingnished from the piles of |

rubbish lying around.

Then the dwarf mountsd the leop-
ard’s back and togethber they disap-
peared gs they bad come and the hole
1a the floor closed up.

As the soldier's boy sat there in the
darkoess wondering what be should do
with so much weaith he was startled
by the sound of loud volces and foot-
steps approaching.

Then he was seized by soldiers, whe,
harving seen the straoge light In the
tower, thought it was some incendiary
trying to burn down the palace.

He was taken before the King
charged with arson and sent off to a
dungeon. [n bis prison cell that night
be Leard again the sound of the drum
and ou looking up saw it suspended
in the air.

Thken there. came & TYoloe, saylog:
*Son, be of good chbeor, thy father
was & brave soldier and whea war
ravaged my pative land he spared the
life of my father, who was a sorcerer
of great power.

“In the gratitude of his beart he
wishud to repay thy father's kindness,
but, alas! he has been killed In bat-
tle, Now am I the hunchback dwart
sent to give thee, his son, this en-
chanted drum. Take this dliver whistla
and whegever you are in nead biow 1t
softly and n spotted leopard will ap-
pear with the enchanted drum and you
may beat out unteld wealth,

“Thus does my father, the sorcerer,
repay thy father's kindness ™

Then was the voice silent and the Iaq
found himself in darkpess with the
silver whistle snspended from his neck.

Remembering he great pille of
wealth which the spider had covered
up In the tower he called his keeper
and asked to se¢e the King. When ha
was taken before the King he toid bim
of the great heap of wealth In the
tower, and, together, they went aud
found it and the King was so jorful
that be set the lad free and gave him
& paluce to dwell In,



